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SUMMARY

Official track records of racing Standardbred heorses were used to compare the
performance of untreated horses with harses fed a commercially available probi-
otic feed supplement. Racing times of the two groups were not differant before
treatment. In the treated group fed prabiotic for two weeks, 31 of 58 horses (52.5%)
ran faster than they did the month before treatment while 16 of 80 (329%) of the
untreated group ran faster (p=0.0244). Forty percent of treatad horses ran at least
0.5 second faster while 22% of untreated horses ran at least 0.5 second faster
{p=0.0438). Erythrocyta count, hagmagiobin and haemotocrit wera significantly in-
creased in various and mixed breed horses fed the probictic for four months while
14 ather blood parametars wera not affected.

INTRODUCTION

Dietary substances are well known to be linked with
growth, heaith and performance of man and animals
{Fuller, 1589). Probiotic feed supplements have beenin-
creasingly used to enhance athletic performance of hu-
mans. The present study was conductad to determine if
performance of racing horses could be significantly af-
fected by feeding a probiotic supplement used in animal
feeds. The probiotic used was Biurac:':ng'a’ (Chamo-
forma, Ltd., Augst, Switzerand). Itis an all natural prod-
uct of balanced purine and pyrimidine bases mixed with
naturally arising organic acids of intermediary metabo-
lism and vitamins. Thermolyzed dry yeast, distillers and
sized com flour act as carriers. Improved growth and im-
mune responsas (Havenaar and Spanhaak, 1994) have
been demonstrated when probiotics were fed to pigs
(Vanabelle et al., 1990) and chickens (Jernigan, 1985).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Racing Standardbred horses were randomly se-
lected at the Maywood Racetrack at Maywood, lllincis.
Their racing times were collectad from published official
records at the track during the month of Cctober only for
races performed on a dry track that was officially listed
as "fast”. Horses then were randomly assigned to treat-
ment or untreated control groups. Each treated horse
was fed one teaspoon (approximately 3 cc) Bioracing@"
twice daily for 14 days. Racing times of all horses were
collected from official track records for the next four
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