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Strong, healthy and growing fast

As fish farming has developed over the past few
decades into the global concern it is today, so
the fish feed industry has evolved alongside it.
Fish feed at the end of the millennium is far
removed from early rudimentary diets. The

future success of the fish farming industry is **The right
now thought to lie partly in the ability of feed gut feeling™”
manufacturers to perfect the use of in-feed Dr. Egil
immunomodulators. yw}rgs

EWOS scientisis have responded to the latest challenge by
producing a novel diet - VEXTRA Boosterfeed - which acts
as a biogenic performance enhancer, or BPE. VEXTRA
Boosterfeed contains nucleotides which are elemenis required for normal DNA

replication and protein synthesis in actively dividing cells.

Following comprehensive three-year studies of nucleotides used in feed for
salmonids, EWOS launched VEXTRA Boosterfeed at the Aqua Nor exhibition
in August this vear. Supplements of nucleotides as in VEXTRA Boosterfeed
are shown to have beneficial effects on a number of species. Now being widely
used for pigs and poultry also, it provides enhanced general resistance to
diseases and even offers improved weight gain. The physiological effects of
such supplements are:

e Stimulation of the proliferation of
certain cells

# Stimulation of the energy turnover,
metabolism and transfer of impulses
The results of this can be measured as:

o Increased growth

o Improved response to vaccination

o Improved non-specific resistance to
infectious diseases

o Improved osmoregulation / sea water
tolerance

o Increased haematocrit

The main advantage of using nucleotides

is that over-feeding does not result in immune suppression as can happen
through over-use of B-glucans. A further advantage is that there are no
environmental considerations or feed time limitations as there are no residues
in the flesh or eggs. According to the EWOS scientists, their new formula is
nothing short of a “wonderfeed’.
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Mucous membrane of the intestine of the salmon (enlarged 280 times).

The illustrations show (left) intestinal villi in salmon on normal feed and
(right) in salmon given VEXTRA Boosterfeed where the length of the villi is
increased by a remarkable 21%.

Customer satisfaction
in the UK

In November 1998 Hydro Seafoods
Fanad undertook a trial with 50,000
S1/2 smolts from their Lough Altan
site, which were fed VEXTRA
Boosterfeed for 3-4 weeks prior to
transfer. Joseph Gibbens, the seasite
manager, commented that these fish
came onto feed betier and were in
fitter condition than other stocks
which were not fed on VEXTRA
Boosterfeed. He said, "It was very
encouraging to see the fish get off to
such a good start and we intend to
continue this trial with $1/2
transferred in November 1999".
Alan Sutherland, Technical Manager
of Lighthouse of Scotland, has also
been impressed with the posi-transfer e
B GHMICN OF BONEHE S O Well ordered: Feed development is
VEXTRA Boosterfeed. much more than just measuring

He said, "Transfer from fresh to salt SGR and FCR

water is without doubt one of the

most critical points in the life cycle

of the salmon. Using VEXTRA Boosterfeed is a small price to pay to help ease
the stress of that transfer”.

Trials undertaken in Shetland by Lollie Tait of North Atlantic Salmon Ltd. saw
VEXTRA Boosterfeed fed to smolts for the first eight weeks afler transfer
carlier this year. According to Lollie, post-transfer mortality was less than
2.5% during the trial period and the fish achieved a good start in their new
environment. "1 was so impressed bv the results that I will certainly use
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